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 Casey Raines Nettles brought in 
an excellent archery buck with 
18 scoreable points.  This giant 
buck was taken in Roane County.
  Gun buck season begins on Nov. 
20th.This magazine is looking 
for large game animal pictures 
from 2023.  Look for a form 
on page 38 with instructions on 
sending in your 2023 pictures.
  Hunt safely in 2023.  Good luck 
and have great success.
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Britney Foster used her crossbow 

for a nice 8 point buck.

Steven Starkey hunted in Harri-

son County for his fine buck.

Josh Nolin has a huge McDowell 

County archery deer.

  The deer rut is a period of time 

when the whitetail deer are mat-

ing. Deer rut typically occurs in 

November and can extend into 

early December.

  During deer rut, male whitetail 

deer are in their most aggressive 

state. They will fight to compete 

for mates or try to find new terri-

tory to roam. They also drool and 

grunt a lot, which is probably the 

origin of the term “rut.”

There are several phases of the 

deer rut including:

Pre Rut Phase – Early season be-

fore does enter estrus.

Seeking Phase – Beginning of the 

rut when does start entering es-

trus.

Chasing Phase – Peak rut when 

does are in estrus and bucks are 

actively seeking them for breed-

Four Phases Of The Deer Rut
ing.

Post Rut Phase – After does leave 

estrus and bucks return to their 

typical cautious behavior.

During each phase, whitetail 

bucks will behave differently. We 

will explore each of these phases 

and discuss what you can expect 

to see as a hunter in the field.

Pre Rut Phase

  The pre-rut, or “early rut” is the 

time period before the start of 

heavy interactions with does. The 

term pre-rut distinguishes it from 

an actual gestation period or mat-

ing.

  The pre-rut phase will occasion-

ally bring bucks out of hiding, but 

not completely. They are still in a 

transition period between when 

it pre-rut ends and when chasing 

begins (which typically happens 

during October).

  During this time, you might see 

continue to the next page
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1350 Ripley Rd., Ripley, WV 25271

bucks out of their normal hiding 

spots, but not really exhibiting 

what you would typically expect 

during the deer rut.

  The pre-rut phase is the time 

in which bucks start forming 

scrapes, rubs, and fraying on trees 

or branches. Rut signs are a good 

indication of a buck settling in 

nearby.

  The pre-rut phase is followed 

by the rut or mating season. The 

whitetail deer will start to seek 

out does for breeding at this time 

of year.

Seeking Phase

  During the seeking phase of 

whitetail deer rut, it is believed 

HUNTER’S TAXIDERMY

SHOULDER MOUNT
$585 + TAX

26 YEARS EXPERIENCE

23 Tanner Lane

New Martinsville, WV

Top Quality Mounts

304-455-3775
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Becky Bogard got her 1st bow 

buck in Marshall Co.  Photo cour-

tesy of Tyler Outdoor Supply in Middle-

bourne.

Andy Hawes brought in an awe-

some compound bow buck re-

cently.  Photo courtesy of Hardcore 

Hunters in Grafton

that does will start to come into 

estrus.

  This is what hunters are typically 

waiting for in order to begin see-

ing bigger bucks out roaming the 

woods. These bucks are looking 

to find a doe that they can breed 

with and that desire oftentimes 

will exceed the buck’s need for 

safety.

  During this phase of the deer rut, 

don’t be surprised if you see an 

increase in buck movement and 

activity around your hunting area. 

You might also see more bucks 

fighting with each other.

Chasing Phase

  The most exciting period of the 

rut and what every hunter wants 

to see is when the bucks start 

chasing the does.

  The chasing phase typically oc-

curs in November and can last 

into early December. This time of 

the rut is typically referred to as 

peak rut as the bucks only have 

one thing on their minds during 

this period – breeding does.

  During the chasing phase, it is 

common to see bucks acting very 

aggressively while chasing does. 

This can include bucks fighting 

with each other to establish dom-

inance for the rights to breed with 

a doe in heat in the area.

Post Rut Phase

 Once a buck has successfully 

bred one or more does, it will go 

back into what is called the post-

rut phase of the whitetail deer rut.

  This typically occurs around late 
continue to the next page
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December to early January when 
most breeding stops.
  During this time, a buck will typ-
ically be less active and go back 
into its hiding spots. It has what it 
wants from the doe so now it is re-
gressing back to normal behavior.
  Post rut is a difficult time to hunt 
because the deer are very cautious 
due to the high number of hunters 
in the field during the rut.
The Second Rut
  Most does enter estrus during 
the first rutting period. Howev-
er, a few does will go into estrus 

Johnny Richards put the hammer 
on a “biggen” 9 point with a bow.

Alice Warden caught a 42” Stone-
wall Jackson Lake musky.

during the so-called second rut.
  The second rut occurs about 28 
days after the first rut and can last 
a few weeks.
  It is common for female fawns to 
come into estrus during this time. 
However, fawns are not mating as 
often as older deer.
  It is worth noting that as does 
come back into heat, the bucks 
can get aggressive again. This is 

continue to page 8
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a good time to be in the field be-
cause you might see more activity 
than what is typical of post rut.
Hunting During the Deer Rut
  What should you expect while 
hunting during the rut?
  During each of these phases, 
what you should expect chang-
es drastically depending on the 
phase of the deer rut you are hunt-
ing.
  During the pre-rut and seeking 
phase, bucks will typically be hid-
ing out during the day and feeding 
at night. They are still somewhat 
aggressive (especially if another 
buck is around their territory), but 
they do not want to attract atten-
tion from what might be a com-

Carter Burdette caught a huge 
bass in Jackson County.

Carl Blei - 10 - landed a large-
mouth in Doddridge County.

petitor for breeding rights with 
does that could potentially roam 
into their area.
  During the chasing phase, bucks 
might be out and about during the 

day because it is what they are 
most focused on – finding a doe 
that is in heat. This is the best 
time to use deer calls and rattles 

continue to page 10
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as the bucks are eagerly looking 

for a doe to breed. Stay in your 

stand or blind as much as possible 

during this phase because you can 

see a deer any time of the day.

  During the post rut, bucks will be 

much more cautious. It is best not 

to use rattling antlers or deer calls 

at this time of year because it is 

more likely to scare the deer away 

than pull them to your stand. This 

is a good time to return to early 

season hunting techniques around 

bedding areas and food areas.

  With what we have covered, you 

should now know what to expect 

as a hunter during each phase of 

the whitetail deer rut and how it 

changes the deer’s behavior.

  You can harvest a deer anytime 

during the season, but you are 

more likely to take a trophy buck 

during the rut.

Best Deer Attractant During the 

Rut

  The deer rut is a great time to use 

deer attractants. The most effec-

tive deer attractant to use during 

the rut is doe estrus. You can pur-

chase estrus attractants that are 

artificial and mimic what a doe in 

heat smells like or actual estrus 

Timmy Miller used a bow in Wy-

oming Co. for a 13 point buck.

Young Ashley Rowan got her first 

archery 9 point buck with her dad.

taken from a real doe in heat.

  It is important to not use too 

much estrus attractant while you 

hunt. Using too much attractant 

can actually turn off the buck and 

prevent you from taking one at 

all.
  Use just enough so that when the 

wind picks up, the buck will smell 

it. You want the buck to be curi-

ous enough so that it comes closer 

to location.

  Deer are most active during what 

is called the “peak” of the rut. 

This occurs when there is a lot of 

does that come into heat at once 

and bucks are very active and are 

looking to breed.
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continue to the next page

Harry Scarberry, from Letart, ar-
rowed a nice 9 point buck.

Frank Stewart landed a 34” flat-
head at Stonewall Jackson Lake.

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Gov. 
Jim Justice announced today that 
the West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources will begin fall 
trout stockings during the weeks 
of Oct. 16 and Oct. 23. The state’s 
second annual Monster Trout 
Contest will also return during the 
same time.
  During these two weeks, the 
WVDNR stocked more than 
40,000 pounds of trophy-size 
and monster trout at 43 lakes 
and streams around the state. Of 
that total, 35,000 pounds of trout 
weighing 1-2 pounds and 6,500 
pounds of monster trout weighing 
3-6 pounds will be stocked. Out 
of the monster trout, five fish will 

DNR Huge Fall Trout Stocking
have a tag that can be redeemed 
for a grand prize.
   “This is one of the best an-
nouncements of the year as we 
stock our lakes and streams, and 
we have created an exciting ele-
ment by adding the monster trout 
contest,” Gov. Justice said. “This 
also provides an excellent op-
portunity for all of our anglers 
to catch fish and potentially win 
some great, great prizes. So, gear 
up and get out there during this 
amazing time of year.”
  Anglers who catch one of the 
five tagged fish and submit a pho-
to with the tag number will be eli-
gible to win a weekend cabin stay 
at a West Virginia State Park or a 
Cabela’s prize package. Entries 
must be submitted by Friday, No-
vember 17. To learn more about 

the Monster Trout Contest, visit 
WVdnr.gov/fall-monster-trout-
stockings.
  “We’re excited to bring back our 
Monster Trout Contest for a sec-
ond year and continue to provide 
anglers and their families some of 
the best fishing experiences in the 
country,” said Brett McMillion, 
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Lincoln Canfield is pleased with 

his Gilmer County archery buck.

John Cottrell bow hunted in Clay 

County for a dandy buck.

director of the WVDNR. “These 

stockings will go by quickly, but 

anglers should expect ideal trout 

fishing conditions to continue for 

several weeks, especially in larg-

er streams and lakes where trout 

have more room to disperse.”

Fall Trout Stocking Waters

Lakes and streams scheduled to 

receive a fall trout stocking during 

the weeks of Oct. 16 and Oct. 23 

are listed below. Each water will 

be stocked once each week for a 

total of two stockings.

Anthony Creek

Big Clear Creek

Blackwater River

Brandywine Lake

Buckhannon River

Buffalo Fork Lake

Cacapon State Park Lakes

Coopers Rock Lake

Cranberry River

Elk River

Evitts Run

Glade Creek of Man

Glade Creek of New

Jennings Randolph Tailwaters

Knapps Creek

Lost River

New Creek Dam No. 14

North Fork South Branch

Opequon Creek

Pendleton Lake

Pinnacle Creek

Pipestem

Pond Fork

R.D. Bailey Tailwaters
continue to page 14
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Rock Cliff Lake

Seneca Lake

Shavers Fork (Bemis)

Shavers Fork (Lower)

Shavers Fork (Upper)

South Branch (Franklin)

South Branch (Smoke Hole)

Spruce Knob Lake

Summersville Tailwaters

Summit Lake

Sutton Tailwaters

Teter Creek Lake

Tygart River Headwaters

Tygart Tailwaters

Upper Guyandotte River

Watoga Lake

West Fork Greenbrier

Wheeling Creek

Williams River

Wheeling Creek in Marshall and 

Ohio County and Glade Creek of 

Mann (Babcock State Park) has 

been added to the fall stocking 

list. Upper Shavers Fork will not 

be stocked on FS Service Road 

209 due to road construction by 

the U.S. Forest Service. The re-

mainder of the Upper Shavers 

Fork stocking locations will re-

ceive fish.

  For a complete list of waters re-

ceiving a fall trout stocking, an-

glers should check pages 14-15 

in the 2023 Fishing Regulations 

Summary. The WVDNR also 

posts trout stocking updates on-

line at WVdnr.gov/fish-stocking.

Special Elk River Fall Trout 

Stockings

  In November and December, the 

WVDNR will also stock trout on 

the Elk River in Webster Coun-

ty as part of a pilot program to 

evaluate the economic impact of 

Paul Phillips caught one of the 5 

tagged fish from the state contest.  
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain 

Sporting Goods in Elkins.

continue to the next page
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Adam Miller got his crossbow 

deer in Wood County.
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Bow Repair & Set-up

BECKLEY, W.VA. — The first 

segment of West Virginia’s wild 

boar firearms season will take 

place from Oct. 22-29 in Boone, 

Logan, Raleigh and Wyoming 

counties.

  “Wild boars are dependent on 

hard mast crops and white oak 

and chestnut oak are the main 

hard mast crops available in the 

boar counties this year,” said Col-

in Carpenter, project leader for 

the West Virginia Division of Nat-

ural Resources. “Boars will take 

advantage of these food sources, 

so hunters would be wise to be-

gin their search for boar signs in 

stands of white oak.”

  Only residents are allowed to 

hunt wild boars and no special 

permit is required. Hunters are re-

minded that if they are hunting in 

a county open to firearms antler-

less deer hunting, they must wear 

400 square inches of blaze orange 

over their outer clothing while the 

antlerless season is open.

   The second split of the wild 

boar firearms season will take 

place Feb. 3-5, 2023. Details 

about wild boar hunting seasons 

can be found on page 43 of the 

2022-23 Hunting and Trapping 

Regulations Summary, available 

at WVdnr.gov.

www.wvasportsman.net

T & T
Taxidermy
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Wild Boar In WV

trout stocking in the area. Stock-

ings, which will occur at the usual 

stocking locations, will include 

750 rainbow trout each month for 

a total of 1,500 additional trout 

stocked in the Elk River.

  “Thanks to Gov. Justice’s vision, 

West Virginia’s trout stocking 

program has become not only a 

source of pride for our state, but 

also a cornerstone of our econ-

omy and a magnet for tourism,” 

said James Bailey, secretary of 

the West Virginia Department of 

Commerce, which oversees the 

WVDNR. “This pilot program is 

just one of the ways we’re increas-

ing tourism and economic activity 

in Webster County. Thanks to the 

dedication and sound manage-

ment practices of the WVDNR, 

we’re able to stock trophy trout 

in even more waters and contin-

ue to showcase West Virginia as 

a world-class destination for out-

door adventure.”

  Criteria used to determine what 

Craig Coplin brought in an im-

pressive Wirt County bow buck.

waters receive a fall stocking is 

based on stream flow and if the 

water temperature is below 68 

degrees. Because of these factors, 

waters included on the fall stock-

ing list are primarily located at 

continue to the next page
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Stop by our fully

stocked hunting

and fishing store!

Open: Mon-Fri 8 -5
Sat 9-3

Closed Sunday

1102 West Main St.

Grafton, WV

304-265-9278

GUNS
AMMO

DEER ATTRACTANTS
CORN - FEED

FISHING TACKLE

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV 26447

Phone: 304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379

email: info@hillbillyhaven.com

website: www.hillbillyhaven.com
First-class vacation cabins conveniently

located one mile off Interestate 79, Exit 91

one mile south on US 19 towards lake

Call or visit our website for rates, additional

information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is

required for resrvations.  Major credit cards

are accepted.

HILLBILLY HAVEN LOG CABIN RENTALS
Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just

two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort

• All log cabins are exceptionally clean

  and beautifully decorated to be your

  home away from home.

• Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and

  safe environment

• Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleeps two.

• Four person cabins have full bed 

  downstairs and two twin beds in loft.

• Six person cabins have king or queen beds

  and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub

  dishwasher, and washer and dryer.

• Eight person cabins have four bedrooms.

  Two baths and an eight person hot tub.

• Accessible cabin available.

• Satellite TV and DVD player

• Gas log fireplace and air conditioning

• Full bath with shower

• Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked pond,

  playground and horseshoe pits

• Convenience store on-site with gift shop, WV

  souvenirs, and many hillbilly gifts

• Open 365 days a year

• Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and Arnold

  Palmer Golf course.  2,650 acre Stonewall Jackson

  Lake with all types of water recreation, fishing and

  hunting just two minutes away.

• Join the fun this year.
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higher elevations and in areas that 

have a consistent volume of cold 

water during October.

  All anglers 15 years and older 

are required to have a West Vir-

ginia fishing license, trout stamp 

and a valid form of identification 

while fishing for trout. Licens-

es and stamps can be purchased 

at 160 retail locations across the 

state or online at WVfish.com.

HUNT SAFELY THIS YEAR
Matt Brown hooked November 

smallmouth at Bluestone Lake.

Terry Turley has his hands full of 

some great golden trout.

Mike Anderson caught a 7 pound, 

9 oz. tiger trout.



3222 BEVERLY PIKE

ELKINS, WV
304.637.0000

performancechevywv.com

WELCOME TO
TRUCK COUNTRY

H098176 - $26,775 
2024 Chevrolet Trax 2RS

H075643 - Call For Price
2024 Chevrolet Trax SUV

All vehicles subject to prior sale.  Sales CANNOT be used in conjunction with another.  Rebates and discounts subject to change due to the manufacturer.  

All pricing with approved credit on qualifying vehicles.  Tax, Tag and Title fees not included. New model pictures for illustration only.  

H144812- $41,995
2024 Chevrolet Blazer SUV

H143662 - $67,865
2024 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 HD Custom

• Areas Largest Selection Of Vehicles

 • Huge Inventory Of AWD Vehicles

H240418 - $38,770
2023 Chevrolet Colorado WT

H465839 - $82,245
2023 Chevrolet Tahoe High Country SUV

H351266 - $60,475
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST

H029065 - $26,830
2024 Chevrolet Trailblazer LS

H066548 - $24,680
2024 Chevrolet Trax LT

H310045 - $49,910
2023 Chevrolet Transverse RS

H113789 - $36,050
2024 Chevrolet Equinox LT

“Give Our Credit Department
A Chance.  Good Credit. Bad 

Credit Or No Credit.”

H208116 - $62,320
2023 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT
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LET PERFORMANCE GIVE YOU A NOVEMBER TO REMEMBER



Wright’s Riverside Marine
Rt. 2 South of

St. Marys, WV

304-684-2850

Certified Service Department

• Fiberglass

• Aluminum

• Pontoon

2024 Boats In Stock
Quality Used Boats and Jon Boats for 9.9HP Lakes

Pontoon • Bass Boats
Triton Boats Arriving Soon!

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers

*Mealworms ~ Shiners

• Food & Beverages

• Convenience Items

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697

Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 
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 Whether you’re a seasoned angler 

or new to the sport, fall is a great 

time to go fishing in West Virgin-

ia. Select streams and lakes were 

stocked with large catchable-size 

trout and trophy monster trout 

during the weeks of October 16 

Fall Trout Opportunites In WV
and October 23. With beautiful 

fall foliage and several big and 

small game hunting seasons be-

ing open, there’s no better time 

to experience all of the beauty, 

goodness and adventure that West 

Virginia has to offer.

 Fishing should be relaxing and 

enjoyable, so don’t worry about 

finding the perfect spot or catch-

ing the biggest fish. Just enjoy 

yourself and let this guide help 

you plan your fishing adventure! 

But before you cast your line, 

make sure you buy your fishing 

license and stamps at WVfish.

com and find your fishing spot at 

mapwv.gov/huntfish. 

  During the weeks of October 16 

and October 23, we stock more 

than 40,000 pounds of trout in 

43 lakes and streams around the 

state. These fish are bigger than 

the trout we stock in the winter 

and spring. Most of the trout we 

stock in the fall weigh 1-2 pounds, 

Young Logan Helmick. from 

Moundsville, caught a golden.

continue to page 20

Advertise in the W. Va. Sportsman   Details On Page 3



Ohio River Outdoors LLC
On Facebook

HUGE Selection Of Fishing Tackle

SMUTTY DOG • LEOPARDIS  CRANE 
• TYRANT  • JH BAIT • BITE BACK
JONES • HUGHES RIVER • BOGGS

COBB’S • MYERS • LLUNGEN
RED OCTOBER • HOTTAIL & MORE

           WV’s Largest Tackle Store

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Worms • Mealworms

Rapala • Molix • X Zone • Keitech • Strike King • Berkely • Storm
13 Fishing • KW • Yamamoto • Yum • Rebel • Bandit • 6th Sense

Bomber • AC Shiner • Jackall • Havoc • Net Bait • Z Man • Gamakatsu
VMC • Cabin Creek • Bio Bait • Bass Pro • Live Target • AAT

Goggan • Lunkerhunt • Sufix • Lucky Strike • Reaction • KVD • Rage
Zoom • FYAO • Missle • Venom • Gulp • Seagar • P Line • & MORE!

 Fishing & Hunting Supplies
Gun Accessories • Clothing
Trapping and much more!

Just Outside Of Parkersburg

13520 Emerson Ave.
Williamstown, WV 26187   

On RT. 2 
3.3 Miles From I77 Emerson Ave Exit 304-916-1800

RODS:  AVORITE • LEW’S 
CASHION • BERKLEY

FENWICK • ABU GARCIA
ZEBCO • G LOOMIS • HALO

13 FISHING - ST. CROIX
PENN • DAIWA

OVER 
4,000
RODS

PLASTICS

TROUT

220 Feet Of
MUSKY LURES

LINE

COOLERS

CRANKBAITS

REELS

OPEN - 7 Days A Week
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• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-452-9876

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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but we also stock about 6,500 
pounds of monster trout weighing 
3-6 pounds.
  If you love trout fishing, don’t 
miss out on this incredible oppor-
tunity to reel in the catch of a life-
time. There’s even a chance you 
could win a prize as part of the 
Monster Trout Contest!
ESSENTIAL FALL TROUT 
FISHING GEAR
  Whether you’re a seasoned an-
gler or a beginner, having the 
proper gear can make all the dif-
ference in your fishing experi-
ence. First, you’ll need a fishing 
rod and reel that is appropriate 
for the type of fishing you plan to 
do. For trout fishing, a fly rod or 
lightweight spinning rod and reel 
combo are great choices. Make 
sure you use light lines such as 4 
to 8 pound test and consider using 
fluorocarbon leaders in the ultra 
clear waters typically found in fall 
streams.  
  In addition to your rod and reel, 
you’ll also need to bring along 

PEANUT 
ADDICTION
304-265-9278

“The Addiction Is Real”

16% Protein

Whitetails Love It

The BEST New Deer
Attractant On The Market

DEALER
OPPORTUNITIES

AVAILABLE

www.peanutaddiction.com

1102 West Main St.
GRAFTON, WV

bait or lures, and hooks. When 
it comes to bait, live bait such as 
worms or minnows can be very 
effective for catching a variety 
of fish including trout but check 

your regulations because live bait 
is not allowed in some special reg-
ulation areas. Alternatively, lures 
such as  spinners and jigs can also 

continue to page 22
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or a rebate of up to

Financing as low as
FOR 36 
MONTHS1.99%

$2,000 
ON SELECT  
2023 CAN-AM  
DEFENDER 
MODELS

Special holiday offer

©2023 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc. Offers valid in U.S.A. 
only between November 1, 2023, and January 7, 2024. The conditions may vary depending on your location and this offer is subject to termination or change at any time without notice. This offer is not refundable, 
exchangeable or transferable (including from one dealership to another), cannot be redeemed for cash, credit or other products of equivalent value and cannot be combined with any other offer or rebate. Null 
where prohibited by law. Until supplies last. Eligible units are all new and unused 2023 Defender HD10 and HD9 models (Excluding CAB models). † Rebate up to $2,000 on eligible Can-Am SxS models: Consumers 
who purchase an eligible model during the promotional period are eligible to a $2,000 rebate. †† Rates as low as 1.99% APR (Annual Percentage Rate) for 36 months. An example of monthly payments required over 
a 36-month term at a 1.99% APR is $28.64 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $2,160 down, no rebate, an APR of 1.99% for 36 months at an MSRP of $21,599 is $556.70/mo. Total cost of 
borrowing is $602.14 with a total repayment obligation of $20,041.24. Down payment may be required. Other financing offers may be available. Minimum and maximum amount financed may vary. Not all buyers 
will qualify. Higher rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply, depending on the participating financial institution(s). BRP is not responsible for any of the 
financing terms and conditions. Offer subject to change without notice. Financing promotions void where prohibited. See your BRP dealer for details. BRP recommends that all SxS drivers take a training course. 
See your dealer. SxSs can be hazardous to operate. Never exceed the SxS’s passenger capacity. All SxS models are meant to be used by drivers of age 16 and older. Carefully read the vehicle’s operator’s guide. 
Follow all instructional and safety material and observe applicable laws and regulations. SxSs are for off-road use only; never ride on paved surfaces or public roads. For your safety, the operator and passenger(s) 
must wear a helmet, eye protection and applicable protective clothing. Always remember that riding, drugs and alcohol don’t mix. Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful 
on difficult terrain. Always ride responsibly and safely. See your authorized BRP dealer for details and visit www.can-am.brp.com.
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a 36-month term at a 1.99% APR is $28.64 per $1,000 financed. An example of a monthly payment with $2,160 down, no rebate, an APR of 1.99% for 36 months at an MSRP of $21,599 is $556.70/mo. Total cost of 
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108 Chemistry Drive/ 5 Lane

ELKINS, WV 
26241

304-636-7732 www.elkinsmotorsports.net



B&B PAWN SHOP304-269-6330
BETWEEN WESTON

AND GLENVILLE

PAWN - BUY

SELL - TRADE

13454 US. HWY 33 WEST

PICKLE STREET

ALUM BRIDGE, WV

HUNDREDS

OF GUNS

STOCKED

NEW & USED

GUNS 

AMMO

• Musical Instruments

• Furniture

• Glassware

• Electronics

WE BUY ESTATES

Fur Buyer • Trapping Supply 

Wholesaler & Retailer

Rockport, WV

304-483-9254

WindyRidgeTrapper@outlook.com

Follow Us On

Facebook

Windy Ridge Trapper
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Layla Brooke took an awesome 

buck in archery season. 

Brandon Musuck, from Sutton, 

arrowed a nice black bear. 

Pap & Cohen High have a 22” 

drum from the Monongahela. 

be effective and they come in a 

wide range of colors and styles. 

Make sure you bring a variety of 

smaller sizes and types to match 

the conditions. Don’t forget to 

check the weather forecast and 

pack appropriate clothing and ac-

cessories such as rain gear or sun-

screen to ensure that your fishing 

trip is comfortable and enjoyable.

BEST FALL TROUT FISHING 

SPOTS

  The quickest and easiest way to 

find a good fishing spot is to ask a 

friend or family member who’s an 

avid angler to give you a recom-

mendation. If you’re asking us, 

many state parks and forests have 

popular fishing streams and lakes 

that are perfect for anglers of any 

experience. You can also contact 

your local WVDNR District Of-

fice to speak with the fishery biol-

ogist or use our interactive fishing 

map to find a spot that fits your 

needs.

CRANBERRY RIVER

  This 14.39-mile section of the 

Cranberry River in the Mononga-

hela National Forest, is arguably 

West Virginia’s top trout stream. 

Known for its beautiful scenery 

and excellent trout fishing, the 

Cranberry is stocked in the spring 

and fall with rainbow, golden 

rainbow and brook trout, making 

it a great spot any time of year for 

experienced and novice anglers. 

In addition to fishing, the area of-

fers camping, hiking and stunning 

scenery and native brook trout 

can be found in many of the small 

tributaries of the Cranberry River

BLACKWATER RIVER

 This 7.33-mile section of the 

Blackwater River in Otter Creek 

WMA is an ideal trout stream 

thanks to its high elevation and 

continue to page 24



Where Legends 
are Made

Boyhood home of Stonewall Jackson. The best 

musky fishing in the state. The largest hand-cut 

stone masonry building in North America. Home to 

West Virginia’s largest yard sale. 18 championship 

holes designed by Arnold Palmer. The scariest 

paranormal tour in the region. Destination for your 

next legendary get-away. It’s Stonewall Country.

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT 

STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

S T O N E W A L L  L A K E  &  R E S O R T

W V U  J A C K S O N ’ S  M I L L

S T O N E C O A L  L A K E

T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y  L U N A T I C  A S Y L U M

STONEWALL LAKE & RESORT
WVU JACKSON’S MILL
STONECOAL LAKE
TRANS-ALLEGHENY LUNATIC ASYLUM

CREATE LEGENDARY ADVENTURES AT
STONEWALLCOUNTRY.COM

304-269-7328

Lewis County CVB on Facebook   or  www.stonewallcountry.com  304-269-7328
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • T-C Encore • Traditions • CVA • Thompson Center
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Park Center

RAINELLE, WV

304-438-5660
9AM to 6PM Daily

12:30PM to 5PM Sun

CROSSBOWS BY:  RAVIN 

• BARNETTE • BEAR • KILL-

ER     INSTINCT

COMPOUND BOWS BY: 

GUNS & AMMO

LARGE SELECTION OF

FISHING EQUIPMENT

SAFES • KNIVES

It’s FISHING Seaon

Stop By For Tackle

NEW BIGGER
STORE NEXT DOOR
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Friend
ly

Bass & Buck Shop
950 Glen Oak Rd.

Old Route 19

Summersville,WV

304-872-0385

Bass & Buck Shop

“Supplying the needs for your 

next outdoor adventure”

•  Bear - 10 Point Crossbows

• Custom Arrows - Technician

• Pistols - Shotguns - Rifles

• Holsters - Trapping Supplies

• Tactical Equipment - Reloading

• Ammo - Scents & Calls

• Air O Soft – Craft Items

• Outdoor Gifts - Live Bait

• Treestands - Huge Tackle Dept.

   Many Items On SALE Now!

Oepn: 9am to 6pm Mon-Sat

its proximity to Blackwater Falls 

and Blackwater Falls State Park. 

Because of this, the Blackwater 

River is an ideal fishing spot for 

people who want to enjoy a fall 

getaway.

  But when it comes to fall trout 

fishing, don’t miss your chance 

to cast a line in a stocked lake 

or stream. Here are a few fishing 

streams and lakes stocked with 

trout that we think you’ll enjoy 

this Fall.

ELK RIVER

  This 21.7-mile section of the Elk 

River in Webster and Randolph 

counties is remote, pristine and 

representative of a West Virginia 

trout stream with plenty of large 

pools, small waterfalls, runs and 

plenty of access points. The sec-

tion stocked is from Rose Run 

downstream 18 miles to Webster 

Springs, and. WV secondary Rts. 

26 and 26/1 provide access.

UPPER GUYANDOTTE RIVER

 This 14-mile long section of 

the Guyandotte River is a pris-

tine trout stream located between 

Mullens and Pineville. Located 

outside Twin Falls Resort State 

Park, the upper Guyandotte pro-

vides excellent trout fishing all 

year. This stream is a new trout 

stocking location, officially added 

to the schedule in 2021 during a 

ceremonial stocking of rainbow 

trout.

NORTH FORK SOUTH 

BRANCH OF THE POTOMAC 

RIVER

  This 35.02 mile-section of the 

2,500 Guns

In Stock

Logan Garner, from Parkersburg, 

landed a huge rainbow trout.continue to page 26



 

• JAYCO 

• GRAND DESIGN 

• FOREST RIVER 

• PUMA 

• WILDWOOD 

• COACHMEN 

• SUNSET RV 

• NO BOUNDARIES 

• PASSPORT 

• WINNEBAGO 

• OPEN RANGE 

• CFMOTO 

• SPARTAN 

• IRON HORSE 

MANUFACTURERS 

3437 Beverly Pike Elkins, WV. 26241 

• JAYCO

• GRAND DESIGN

• FOREST RIVER

• PUMA

• WILDWOOD

• COACHMEN

• SUNSET RV

• NO BOUNDARIES

• PASSPORT

• WINNEBAGO

• OPEN RANGE

• CFMOTO

• SPARTAN

• IRON HORSE

MAMAMAANUFAFAFAAFAFACTURERS

• IRON HORSE

Your  Hometown RV  Store 
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RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane

ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer

Hot Dogs

Hamburgers

Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco

     Crossbows: 10 Point - Wicked Ridge & More
Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Carhart - Scentbloc
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders

Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT

Minnows • Wax Worms

Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM

7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

GUNS

Advertise In The

W.Va. Sportsman
• FREE Online

• Reach Customers
• 33 Years In Business

 ~ Low Rates ~
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Potomac River’s South Branch 

in Grant and Pendleton County 

runs through Seneca Rocks and 

is known for its scenic beauty, 

stunning mountain views and 

easy access points for casting 

your line. The stream is stocked 

downstream, from Judy Gap to 

1/2 mile above the junction of 

South Branch, near Cabins. WV 

Rt. 28 parallels the stream along 

this section.

SHAVERS FORK

 Shavers Fork is an 88.5-mile 

long stream that forms the Cheat 

River at its confluence with Black 

Fork in Parsons. Located in 

Tucker, Randolph and Pocahon-

tas County, this stream is one of 

the highest rivers in the eastern 

United States in terms of eleva-

tion, which makes it an ideal trout 

water. During fall trout stocking, 

Shavers Fork is stocked in Bemis 

(0.78 miles), in the lower section 

between Bowden and Elkins (7.28 

miles) and in the upper section in 

the Cheat WMA (7.75 miles).

WATOGA LAKE

 The 12-acre Watoga Lake is 

stocked with rainbow, golden, 

brook and brown trout and pro-

vides a great opportunity for all 

anglers, experienced and novice 

alike, to enjoy fall trout fishing. 

Fishing is accessible even to those 

with limited mobility. Watoga 

also has park facilities available to 

make your trout fishing trip into a 

family outing a great experience.

GET YOUR WEST VIRGINIA 

FISHING LICENSE AND PLAN 

YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE!

  Ready to experience the joy of 

fishing in Almost Heaven, West 

Virginia? The first step is to pur-

chase your fishing license and 

trout stamp. It’s quick and easy 

and you’ll be supporting the con-

servation of our natural resourc-

es. Get your license online at 

WVfish.com, at a license retailer 

around the state or at a WVDNR 

District Office near you.

  Buy your license and stamps to-

day!

Jeremy Clovis landed a 6 pound, 

13 oz. rainbow trout from Shavers 

Fork.  Photo courtesy of Middle Moun-

tain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

Roberta Hatcher fished from a 

kayak for this quality largemouth.



WE BUY LAND

AND

MINERAL RIGHTS

Locally Owned 304.623.LAND TenmileLand.com

It’s a natural assumption; we tend 

to equate northern smallmouth 

with deeper water but giant small-

mouth can also be found roaming 

the shallows.

It’s a natural assumption; we tend 

to equate northern smallmouth 

with deeper water. But while 

there’s no lack of opportunity in 

flogger depths, don’t overlook the 

areas that would leave a basket-

ball rim dry.

The spawn obviously pulls a lot 

of big ones up shallow enough to 

sight fish. Tons of fun, no doubt, 

but bed fish are not always the 

easiest.

  Canadian pro and Elite rook-

ie Cooper Gallant knows that 

postspawn through the summer 

months will offer plenty of chanc-

es to locate and engage these 

brown brutes in 10 feet or less.

 “In northern fisheries, there’s al-

ways going to be big smallmouth 

shallow,” Gallant said. “They get 

shallow in the fall before they start 

going out (to wintering depths).
Nov/Dec 2023 ~ Page 27

Chris Ellis brought in a quality compound bow buck in Raleigh Co.

  “Realistically, there are shallow 

smallmouth all year long. It’s not 

that they stay shallow; a lot of 

times, it’s a timing deal. They’ll 

come up shallow to feed, but 

sometimes, smallmouth just like 

having sun on their backs.”

  No question, these feisty fish 

pretty much do what they want 

and, as veteran Elite Bernie 

Schultz said, it’s simply a matter 

finding fish and realizing that re-

location is common.

  “There are fish that become terri-

torial — they’ll set up on different 

shoals and sand bars and structur-

al features, but a lot of them come 
continue to the next page

Seek The Shallows For Fall Smallmouth
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• Grow A Healthier Herd
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Made In

up periodically and go back,” he 

said.

Where to look

  In most northern lakes and riv-

ers, Gallant expects to find shal-

low smallies on expansive flats 

next to deep water. That could 

be a river or lake scenario; it’s all 

about the access. Smallies want 

to easily reach the food, while re-

maining close to safer depths

 Gallant likes a flat with rock 

transitions and shallow sandy ar-

eas. Schultz, who has historically 

fared well on the St. Lawrence 

River by fishing flats shielded by 

current-breaking islands, agrees 

and notes habitat diversity bol-

sters the appeal.

  “The best ones usually are a mix 

of rock, sand and grass. I think 

whenever you have a variety off 

cover and structural features, it’s 

a magnet for food — baitfish, 

craws, etc.

  “The most attractive islands are 

the ones with a diversity of com-

position and plenty of bait.”

  Wherever smallies roam shallow, 

the common thread defines their 

primary interest — food. Gobies, 

alewives, shiners and crawdads 

rank high on the list, but Gallant 

points out another entree class — 

Only 5, Mike Miller bagged a 9 

point in Gilmer Co. in archery.

Bob Williams arrowed a great 13 

point.  Photo courtesy of WV Wild Out-

doors in Birch River.

one that helps explain why those 

black marabou “hair” jigs work so 

well.

  “They’ll eat a bunch of insect 

larvae, little bugs, stoneflies, 

mayflies,” Gallant said. “I think 

that’s something that, quite often, 

gets overlooked.”

Rules of the road

 A few points to consider when 

targeting shallow northern small-

mouth.

  Distance is your friend: The 

extreme clarity characteristic of 

northern waters complicates the 

cat-and-mouse game. A shallow 
continue to the next page



• Beef - Pork - Sheep - Goat 
• Deer and other game animals
• Deer Processing - Starting At $60
• Additional Cost For Additives
• Smoked Meats Offered

Open Hours Mon,Tues, Thur,Fri Noon to 5  
Saturday 8am to Noon
Closed Wed. & Sun.

Night Drop Off Available

9791 Southern Highway
ROCKPORT, WV  26169

304-474-3471Slider’s Wild Game Processing
And Smoked Meats

Deer • Elk • Moose • Bear • Boar

Nov/Dec 2023 ~ Page 29

GUNS

P & K OUTDOORS
Guns • Ammo • Trapping • Archery • ATV Parts

   NEARLY
  400 GUNS
  IN STOCK

Storage Boxes
Metal Detectors
1024 Beverly Pike

ELKINS, WV

304-637-2100

CLASS 3 DEALER - SUPPRESSORS

A
M
M
O

T
R
A
P
P
I
N
G

S
U
P
P
L
I
E
S

smallie might not bolt, but you’re 
not fooling them. It’s just a matter 
of tolerance.
  “There are times when they can 
be very hard to catch. A lot of the 
times, they don’t look spooked 
like a largemouth would, they’re 
more mellow. But if they know 
you’re there, they get stubborn.”
  Schultz agrees and notes that 
downwind and/or down sun casts 

equal stealth. Moreover, daily 
conditions can help or hinder, de-
pending on the objective.
  “I like a light wind if I’m sight 
fishing smallmouth, but if I’m 
just covering water, more breeze 
breaks up the surface and cushions 
their awareness of you,” Schultz 
said. “I try to make out the fish as 

soon as I can and, if they’re not 
moving, I’ll drop the Power-Poles 
and make long casts.”
  Gallant manages the intrusion 
risk by easing onto a flat, fan-
casting and watching for visible 
targets. A sensible strategy, this 
incremental tactic also leverages 
that clarity to his advantage.

Dakota McCumbers landed a 48” 
flathead at Leachtown.

Kimberly McCloy tagged a great 
buck in Ritchie County.
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— With fall hunting seasons 

about to open, the West Virginia 

Division of Natural Resources is 

reminding hunters with disabil-

ities that select access roads in 

national forests and state-owned 

wildlife management areas are 

open to those with Class Q per-

mits.

  “The WVDNR is proud to have 

created opportunities for hunters 

with disabilities through the Class 

Q hunting program as part of 

our partnership with the George 

Washington and Jefferson Nation-

al Forest and the Monongahela 

National Forest,” said WVDNR 

Director Brett McMillion. “This 

program is a testament to our 

commitment to inclusivity and 

ensuring that everyone, regard-

less of their abilities, can enjoy 

the outdoors and the rich hunting 

outdoor heritage of Almost Heav-

en, West Virginia.”

  The Class Q hunting program 

allows improved, extended vehic-

ular access on 13 roads in nation-

al forests and 13 roads on state 

wildlife management areas. These 

Access Roads For

Class Q Permits

Brandon Herndon caught a big 

trout on Shavers Fork.

roads are gated to limit vehicular 

access for approved Class Q hunt-

ers only, which includes hunters 

with permanent and irreversible 

respiratory, cardiovascular and/or 

lower extremity use limitations. 

For a list of Class Q access road 

sites, visit WVdnr.gov/hunting/

class-q-hunting.

  Class Q hunting permits are is-

sued by the WVDNR to appli-

cants who are permanently dis-

abled in their lower extremities. 

Approved applicants are issued 

a wallet-sized permit card, which 

must be presented in person at 

the appropriate national forest or 

DNR district office to receive a 

letter of authorization and a gate 

key to use designated Class Q 

roads.

  To qualify for the program, ap-

plicants must meet the require-

ments that have been established 

in West Virginia Chapter 20 Natu-

ral Resources Laws. Applications 

must be certified by a licensed 
continue to the next page



304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF

 WHEELING TUNNELS
MIDDLE CREEK ROAD
Triadelphia, WV

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

GROVE MARINE

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

www.revelles.com

200+ Campsites • All Utilities 
Cabins With Jacuzzis
Stocked Trout
Tube Rentals
Cable TV

     US Rt 33
9 Miles East Of Elkins
BOWDEN,WV
304-636-0023

Revelle’s

4876 Route 152
Lavalette, WV 25535 304-529-0487

Yamaha
Honda

www.rodgersmithmarine.com Skeeter
South Bay

Nov/Dec 2023 ~ Page 31

physician to be considered for 
approval. Application forms and 
more information about Class Q 
permits is available at all WVD-
NR offices or online at WVhunt.
com and WVdnr.gov/hunting.
Rules for Using Class Q Access 
Roads
  When hunting within a designat-
ed area, Class Q hunters may hunt 
from a stationary vehicle with the 
engine turned off, and the vehicle 
may not be parked on any public 
road or highway right-of-way. 
The permittee may be accompa-
nied — or in the case of national 
forest lands, must be accompa-
nied — by one assistant at least 
16 years of age inside the vehicle, 
but the assistant is not allowed to 

Brittany Miller arrowed a big 
Harrison County buck.

hunt from or outside the vehicle 
while assisting a Class Q permit-
tee.
  Class Q permit hunters must 
obey all other hunting rules and 
regulations while behind gates. 
No ATVs or UTVs may be used 
in national forests or state wildlife 
management areas and hunting 
with bait is prohibited on pub-
lic lands. All proper licenses and 
stamps along with the Class Q 
permit must be in the hunter’s pos-
session while he or she is hunting. 
Hunters on national forest lands 
must follow additional rules. The 
Class Q program on national for-
est lands is authorized through a 
Special Land Use Permit granted 

to the WVDNR by the U.S. Forest 
Service.

Brian Casto tagged a bow buck 
that had some nice stickers in 
Jackson County



FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

SPENCER’S

TAXIDERMY
304-824-3745

Over 55 Years
Experience

BIRDS • FISH • ANTLERS

LIFE SIZE MOUNTS   GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN, WV
ACROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers

Game Checking Station • Hardware

1/2 Mile from

Audra State Park in WV

304-472-4279

Lazy Acres Mart

LIVE BAIT

Buckhannon, WV

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

HUNTING  FISHING

CAMPING

Camo Clothing • Tree Stands
Ammunition

Archery Equipment
Bows & Arrows

Rods & Reels
Camping Equipment

Fishing Lures

Off The Birch River Exit - Rt. 19

Turn Left At Stop Sign Near Go Mart

121 Birch River Road

BIRCH RIVER, WV

304-649-2607

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm  Sun 1pm to 6pm

Danner

Lacrosse

Vortex

Nov/Dec 2023 ~ Page 32

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — The 

West Virginia Outdoor Heritage 

Conservation Fund announced 

today that it is accepting grant 

applications for land-protection 

projects and that interested parties 

have until Dec. 31 to apply.

  Land-protection projects can in-

clude important wildlife habitats, 

working forests and farmlands, 

as well as hunting, fishing, and 

outdoor recreational areas. Appli-

cations for large and small grants 

will be accepted. Large grants are 

those totaling more than $25,000. 

A total of $50,000 in funding will 

be reserved for small grants.

  Applicants are reminded to com-

plete their application and deter-

mine if their project qualifies for 

funding by using the OHCF’s 

eligibility assessment tool and 

technical assistance manual, all 

Land Protection Projects
available at commerce.wv.gov/

outdoor-her i tage-conserva-

tion-fund.

  Fiscal Year 2023 Grant Appli-

cations will be accepted through 

December 31, 2023.

About the Outdoor Heritage Con-

servation Fund

  The Outdoor Heritage Conser-

vation Fund, created by the West 

Virginia Legislature, invests in 

conserving wildlife habitats, nat-

ural areas, forests, farmlands and 

recreational spaces. It acquires 

property interests and awards 

grants for conservation projects 

aligned with plans like the Wild-

life Conservation Action Plan. An 

11-member Board of Trustees, 

comprising stakeholders from 

land trusts, state divisions, recre-

ation groups, and experts, guides 

the fund’s efforts. To learn more 

about the Outdoor Heritage Con-

servation Fund, visit commerce.

wv.gov/outdoor-heritage-conser-

vation-fund.

Mark Moran, from Weston, 

hooked a nice largemouth bass.

Steve Robinson used a bow for a 

tall tined 10 point buck.

Brandon Lilly used his compound 

bow for a McDowell Co. buck.
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Meat Processors Needed
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 

— The West Virginia Division 

of Natural Resources today an-

nounced a need for additional 

meat processors to participate in 

the Hunters Helping the Hungry 

program, a collaborative effort 

with food banks to help provide 

nutritious protein to hungry peo-

ple around the state.

  “Over the past 32 years and with 

the help of hunters and meat pro-

cessors around the state, we’ve 

been able to provide more than 

1 million pounds of highly nu-

tritious meat for people in need 

throughout West Virginia,” said 

WVDNR Director Brett McMil-

lion. “Meat is in high demand at 

food banks around the state, so 

we’re asking for more processors 

to step up and help out. We also 

want to encourage hunters to get 

in the woods this fall, fill the lim-

it on their license and stamps and 

then donate any extra meat to pro-

cessors.”

  Wild game is often healthier than 

many commercially available 

proteins. According to the Cornell 

University Cooperative Exten-

sion Service, a three-ounce serv-

ing of venison has 102 calories, 

19.5 grams of protein and just 

2.06 grams of fat, while a 3-ounce 

serving of lean ground beef has 

114 calories, 15.41 grams of pro-

tein and 5.36 grams of fat.

  Meat is first donated by hunters, 

who take their deer to a partici-

pating meat processor where it is 

ground, packaged and frozen. The 

Mountaineer Food Bank in Gas-

saway and Facing Hunger Food-

bank in Huntington then pick up 

donated meat from processors and 

distributes it to individuals and 

families in need through a state-

wide network of 600 charitable 

food pantries, soup kitchens, se-

nior centers, shelters, community 

centers, orphanages, missions and 

churches.

  To participate in the program, 

processors need to be certified 

with either the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture or the West Vir-

ginia Department of Agriculture. 

Once certified, processors should 

express their interest in partici-

pating by sending a copy of cer-

Dawson Morrison has a huge 

Mingo County bow buck.

continue to page 36
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ification to the WVDNR’s Hunt-
ers Helping the Hungry program 
coordinator, Trevor Moore, by 
calling 304-924-6211 or sending 
an email to trevor.m.moore@
wv.gov. Once approved, proces-
sors can begin receiving and stor-
ing meat for pick up. Processors 
are reimbursed at a rate of $3 per 
pound.
  Since the program was started in 
1992, more than 1 million pounds 
of venison from 28,826 deer have 
been donated and processed. 
During the 2022 seasons, hunters 
donated 681 deer, which provid-
ed 24,580 pounds of venison for 
individuals and families in need. 
To learn more, visit WVdnr.gov/
hunters-helping-the-hungry.
  For season dates, bag limits and 
other regulations, hunters should 
consult the West Virginia Hunting 
and Trapping Regulations Sum-
mary, available online at WVdnr.

DEER PROCESSING

6522 Tyler Highway
SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175

304-758-2150

www.facebook.com/mountainsidewv

www.mountainsidewv.com

GUNS, AMMO, RELOADING
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TRAPPING AND OUTDOOR SUPPLIES

* Gunsmiths to service and repair firearms
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Large Selection Of Fishing Tackle
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gov and at WVDNR district of-
fices and license agents around 

the state. To purchase a hunting 
license, visit WVhunt.com.

Gabe Dixon, from Layland, ar-
rowed a huge black bear.

Advertise in the
W. Va. Sportsman

• LOW RATES
• REACH CUSTOMERS

• 33 YEARS IN BUSINESS
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ELKINS, W.Va. — Hunters get-
ting ready for the fall hunting sea-
sons may now consult the 2023 
Hunting Outlook and Mast Sur-
vey, the West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources announced 
today.
 The annual Hunting Outlook 
and Mast Survey provides de-
tails about the abundance of mast, 
such as wild fruits and nuts, pro-
duced by 18 species of trees and 
shrubs and the forecasted impacts 
to West Virginia’s wildlife.
  “Beech, walnut and hickory pro-
duction was up compared to 2022 
production and above average 
across all ecological regions,” said 
Holly Morris, furbearer and small 
game project leader for the WVD-
NR’s Wildlife Resources Section. 
“In addition, red and black oak 
and scarlet oak production was up 
compared to last year and above 
the long-term average.”
  Soft mast production was mixed 
this year and hunters should pay 
close attention to the ecological 
regions they’ll be hunting. Hunt-
ers should do plenty of scouting 
to determine how mast conditions 
will affect their plans. Locating 

DNR Mast Survery Results For 2023
good, natural foods can increase a 
hunter’s odds of success.
  Hunters can find a wealth of facts 
in the Hunting Outlook and Mast 
Survey, which is a helpful re-
source to consult before heading 

into the field. The report, com-
piled by the WVDNR’s Wildlife 
Resources Section with the help 
of volunteers and other agencies, 
may be downloaded at WVdnr.
gov/mast-survey.

John Hanshaw used his bow for a 
tremendous whitetail buck.
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Fish_______________________________ Pound______ Oz____
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We are looking for LARGE fish & game
pictures from 2023.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

NO 
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TEXT 304-482-7217

Johnny Crockett bow hunted in 
Braxton Co. for a wide racked buck.
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Superior

SuperiorSuperior
The name says it all! 
 SALES, SERVICE, 

PARTS

Rt. 50 EAST
PARKERSBURG

304-424-5122
800-478-5884

www.SuperiorAutoWV.com
2023 Toyota Tacoma 2023 Toyota 4Runner

         T.R. Hathaway says: “ Gun deer season starts on November 20th”

Target In Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

Target In Your Savings
At Superior Toyota

  2023 Toyota Tundra 

 Reserve Yours Today

 Reserve Yours Today

 Reserve Yours Today

View the Superior Toyota Sales Incentives 
for this month by going online at

 www.superiortoyotawv.com 
or call our business at 304-424-5122.

2024’s
On The Way




